BUSKERS CLUB

INFO PACK

Performance is such a key part of developing as a musician. That's why Monster
Music is passionate about providing our students with as many performance
opportunities as we can! Busking is a no-cost "extra" that we offer our students
alongside their weekly lessons and annual concerts.

Why Busk?

Confidence
Performing in front of people can be scary! Busking is a great way to gain some
confidence on their instrument. Often our students are scared by the thought of
busking, but after they experience it, they are excited to try it again!
Practice
Practicing at home is obviously very important! Busking takes that a step further
and gives our students a chance to "practice" (Busk) for a solid amount of time....
With a little added pressure! As tutors, we notice a MASSIVE improvement in our
students abilities after they take on the challenge of busking.
Direction
Students can lack motivation in practicing their instrument if they don't have
something to work towards. Having a goal like busking, is a practical motivator
to get kids working hard on their instrument
Value of money
How many times do we tell our children that ‘money doesn’t grow on trees’? This
is a great opportunity to begin to teach children the value of earning money,
responsibility and practicing gratitude. What an awesome way to save up for
that sweet new electric guitar/drum kit that they have constantly been nagging
for!

What is required?

We require each of our buskers to be able to play and sing at least 8 songs. Generally,
this should roughly fill a 30 minute busking set. Their performance doesn't have to be
fully polished, but they do have to get it to a level where they can perform each song
confidently. Ideally the busker will have their songs memorised, however this is
definitely not essential! If your child would like to try busking, but doesn't quite have
enough material, please speak to their tutor or email us at office@monstermusic.nz.
We have plenty of simple songs that are ideal for busking that we are more than
happy to share with you!

How does it work?

Monster Music has regular busking spots at a range of markets, events and
fundraisers around Canterbury. Once you are a part of the Monster Music Buskers, we
let you know when these events are, along with the finer details. From there, you are
able to take us up on the offer or decline! Some events are more informal than others
so you are more than welcome to pick and choose what events you would like to
participate in.
At the event, one of the Monster Music Tutors (Usually Dan) will co-ordinate
everything. All you need to do is turn up at the allocated set time with the busker and
the busking instrument! We provide a PA system (Microphones and Speakers), music
stand and even a guitar case for donations if you need it. At the end of the buskers set,
they get to keep all of their hard earned cash!

How do I sign up?

It's simple! Just follow these two steps

Give us an email at office@monstermusic.nz and let us know that you would
like to be involved.

Join our Monster Music Buskers Facebook Page. This is the page where we
share up and coming busking opportunities as well as some cool ideas to help
your child with their busking experience!

Busking tips and tricks

There are no musical rules!
No performance is quite as exciting as one where you and your audience
are equally curious about your next note. Sing that bridge a little
differently, make a third verse up on the spot, switch it up a little. Obviously
being well rehearsed is important, but adding unexpected flavours to your
arrangements and note choices makes for an inspired street music
atmosphere.
Try not to have any down time
Between songs, try to not to have a massive gap. The break between songs
should ideally be around 15 seconds max... Just enough time for a quick
tune and to pull the music up
Bring a drink bottle
Singing and playing can be surprisingly dehydrating! Make sure you are
well stocked up on water for your busking performance!
Be open and friendly
Making and performing music is a great way to connect with people. Too
often I see buskers staring at their guitars, or gazing off into the distance.
Try to connect with your audience! Eye contact and smiles with strangers
who are enjoying the music is an awesome way to make them feel like
they are appreciated and involved.
You CAN repeat songs if you need to
If you want to go busking, but don't quite have enough songs, repeating a
few of your favourites could be a good idea for the first couple of busks.
This can be effective at busking spots such as markets where people walk
past and will more than likely not pass again.
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